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Gestalt Language
Development

Analytic language development and gestalt language development are two ways to process and develop language. Many
people think of analytic language development as the “standard" method of developing language, using words first as the
building blocks to produce sentences. Children who use gestalt language development process language in whole chunks
instead of processing single words... at first. Both analytic language development and gestalt language development are
normal and natural! 

Autistic individuals are often gestalt language processors. When people hear delayed echolalia (or scripts) used by an
autistic child, the reaction is often “Should I ignore it?" or “How do we get rid of it?” But neurotypical individuals can also be
gestalt language processors! We just don’t realize their long strings of unintelligible language (sometimes referred to as
"jargon") is really echolalia! Autistic individuals might use delayed echolalia later than neurotypical children do but it is the
same natural developmental process...gestalt language development. And the real truth is, echolalia is a beautiful part of
language development! It is the first stage of development for a gestalt language processor. It is not something to fear, to be
frustrated with, or to ignore. 

Here is why: echolalia communicates!

NLA is a detailed description of Gestalt Language
Development based on the pioneering research of

Ann Peters, Barry Prizant, and others — and decades of
clinical research with neurotypical and autistic
children. NLA embraces the child’s own level of

natural language development, and supports further
development towards self-generated grammar.




DIFFERENT LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT = DIFFERENT LANGUAGE SUPPORTS

© 2023 Meaningful Speech LLC

Want more on
the difference between

ALP vs. GLP Language Supports?M O R E  O N  R E S E A R C H  
A V A I L A B L E  H E R E

Join our supportive community
and learn more about GLP and

NLA step-by-step:
meaningfulspeech.com B L O G  P O S T  C L I C K  H E R E

https://www.meaningfulspeech.com/research-and-resources
https://www.meaningfulspeech.com/
https://www.meaningfulspeech.com/blog/Language-strategies-ALP-GLP


Read Marge Blanc's article "Finding the Words...To Tell the 'Whole' Story" which can be found at
www.communicationdevelopmentcenter.com

Listen to a free "crash course" on gestalt language development on The Two Sides of the Spectrum Podcast -
Episode 40. You can listen anywhere you access podcasts or Delayed Echolalia & Gestalt Language Processors
with Alexandria Zachos | Two Sides of the Spectrum (simplecast.com)

Consider taking The Meaningful Speech Course (for both parents and professionals) on
meaningfulspeech.com or follow @Meaningfulspeech on Instagram for free "how to" content.

Search your state/country on the NLA Trained Clinician Registry at meaningfulspeechregistry.com. 
        Updated daily, so check back frequently!
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2 .  B r e a k i n g  a p a r t  g e s t a l t s
a n d / o r  t a k i n g  p a r t s  o f  g e s t a l t s
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s e n t e n c e  w i t h  b e g i n n i n g
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“ f r e e d . "
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U S E  O F  M O R E  C O M P L E X

G R A M M A R

G e s t a l t  L a n g u a g e  
D e v e l o p m e n t  S t a g e s

" T h e r e ' s  a  m o n s t e r  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  b o o k . "

" T h e r e ' s  a  m o n s t e r  +  u n d e r  t h e r e . "  
-  M i x  o f  T w o  P a r t i a l  G e s t a l t s

o r
" T h e r e ' s  a  m o n s t e r ! "  

- T r i m m i n g  D o w n  t h e  G e s t a l t

“ m o n s t e r "
" s c a r y  +  m o n s t e r “

" m o n s t e r  +  r e d "

" T h e  m o n s t e r  g o e d  u n d e r . "

" T h e  m o n s t e r  c a n ' t  g e t  o u t . "  ( S t a g e  5 )



 " S h o u l d n ' t  t h e  m o n s t e r  h a v e  c o m e  o u t  
f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  b e d  b y  n o w ? "  ( S t a g e  6 )
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Language Development
Across GLD Stages
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Curious how the stages of 
gestalt language development might
 look with an utterance across time?
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